JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
Exports to the same places would also be stopped and
Japan's overseas trade would be reduced to that with China,
Manchuria, and Siberia, and possibly, but by no means
certainly, that with North and South America. In fact,
Japan's commercial activities would be confined to the Far
East and she would be placed in a pitiable situation.
This is a state of affairs very different from that which
would obtain in a war with the United States, when, although
we should lose our trade with the American continents,
we should be able to carry on with that across the South
China Sea and Indian Ocean. This shows to what extent
the Singapore base threatens our sea communications.
Political effect.
The third point is that the establishment of the Singapore
base will have a very considerable effect on our policy in
China.
We have certain great advantages in our dealings with
that country. None can deprive us of them, of our geo-
graphical position, or of the military strength on which the
success of our diplomacy depends. These were sufficient to
prevent armed interference by Europe and America in
Manchuria. But if England completes the Singapore base
and is in a position to dispatch a powerful Fleet to the Far
East in a few days, the hands of her diplomatists in China
will be greatly strengthened, China herself will become
uppish and begin to treat us with scant respect. The spiritual
bond between the peoples of Asia, who look to us as their
leader, will be broken. The new base, then, is a very serious
threat in this respect.
The truth from an Englishman.
Some Englishmen have been quite straightforward
about this question, among them Mr. Bywater, a writer
on naval matters, who says :
It is patent to all who have studied the Singapore project
that the issues involved are weighty and far-reaching, affecting
not only the strategy of the British Navy but our future relations
with Japan, and therefore the political situation throughout the
East. It is, in fact, a question of high policy rather than one of
naval strategy alone. The sponsors of the scheme do not admit